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Abstract

Protecting democracy requires that the general public be educated on how people can be manipulated by government and media into forfeiting their civil liberties and duties. This article reviews research on cognitive constructs that can prevent people from processing information that challenges preexisting assumptions about government, dissent, and public discourse in democratic societies. Terror management theory and system justification theory are used to explain how preexisting beliefs can interfere with people’s examination of evidence for state crimes against democracy (SCADs), specifically in relation to the events of September 11, 2001, and the war on terror in Afghanistan and Iraq. Reform strategies are proposed to motivate citizens toward increased social responsibility in a post-9/11 culture of propagandized fear, imperialism, and war.



I got the conch! . . . I don’t agree with this here fear. Of course there isn’t nothing to be afraid of in the forest. Why—I been there myself! You’ll be talking about ghosts and such things next. We know what goes on and if there’s something wrong, there’s someone to put it right. . . . You don’t really mean that we got to be frightened all the time of nothing? . . . . Unless . . . unless we get frightened of people.

William Golding (1954), Lord of the Flies (pp. 89-90)









Nearly everyone in our transport [to Auschwitz] lived under the illusion that he would be reprieved, that everything would yet be well. We did not realize the meaning behind the scene that was to follow. . . . Again, our illusion of reprieve found confirmation. The SS men seemed almost charming. Soon we found out their reason. They were nice to us as long as they saw watches on our wrists and could persuade us in well-meaning tones to hand them over.

Viktor E. Frankl (1939/1963), Man’s Search for Meaning (pp. 16-20)




See Also

The following files/documents from the February 2010 edition of American Behavioral Scientist are available on Wikispooks:


	Beyond Conspiracy Theory Patterns of High Crime in American Government
	File:Beyond Conspiracy Theory.pdf - pdf of the above document
	File:The Politics of Fear and SCADs.pdf The USA PATRIOT Acts (et al.):Convergent Legislation and Oligarchic Isomorphism in the "Politics of Fear" and State Crime(s) Against Democracy (SCADs)
	File:Framing SCAD Research.pdf Sense Making Under "Holographic" Conditions: Framing SCAD Research
	File:Pretending Not to See or Hear.pdf
	File:Negative Information Action.pdf
	File:In Denial of Democracy.pdf








File history


Click on a date/time to view the file as it appeared at that time.


		Date/Time	Dimensions	User	Comment
	current	16:02, 8 December 2010	 (440 KB)	Peter (talk | contribs)	





	You cannot overwrite this file.


File usage


The following 7 pages uses this file:

	File:Beyond Conspiracy Theory.pdf
	File:Framing SCAD Research.pdf
	File:In Denial of Democracy.pdf
	File:Negative Information Action.pdf
	File:Pretending Not to See or Hear.pdf
	File:The Politics of Fear and SCADs.pdf
	Template:ABS Feb 2010






		
		Retrieved from "https://wikispooks.com/w/index.php?title=File:In_Denial_of_Democracy.pdf&oldid=8404"

		
		Categories: 	Deep Politics Theory
	Doc




		
		

		
	




		
			Navigation menu

			
									
						Personal tools

							Log in
	Request account


					

									
										
						Namespaces

							File
	Discussion


					

										
												
						
							Variants
						

						

					

									

				
										
						Views

							Read
	View source
	View history


					

										
						
						More

						

					

										
						
							Search
						

						
							
															

						

					

									

			

			
				

						
			

			
									PATREON PAGE


							

		

			
			Navigation

			
									
	Main page
	Recent changes
	About Wikispooks
	Our Policy
	Our Projects
	Community portal
	Random article
	Site Backup
	Mailing list
	Donate
	FAQ


							

		

			
			Tools

			
									What links here
	Related changes
	Special pages
	Printable version
	Permanent link
	Page information
	Cite this page
	Browse properties


							

		

			
			Misc

			
									Pwiki stats
	PGP Public Key
	Reddit
	Telegram
	Twitter
	YouTube


							

		

				

		

				
							 This page was last edited on 8 December 2010, at 18:13.
	Content is available under Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike unless otherwise noted.


							Privacy policy
	About Wikispooks
	Disclaimers


											
											
	
						
					


						

		

		











