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	Date	2009 - Present
	Perpetrators	UK/Police
	Description	A tabletop exercise "based on a realistic counter terrorism incident... specifically developed for Muslim communities".


Operation Nicole is an initiative (part of the PREVENT agenda) that was developed by the Lancashire Constabulary and recommended for wider use by the Association of Chief Police Officers (ACPO). The project is a tabletop exercise "to bring mainly Muslim communities and police officers together"[1] to allow a space for the police to explain to Muslim community members how and why they take their operational and logistical decisions in relation to counter-terrorism operations. In order to best explain why they take certain actions, community members are encouraged to play police officers' roles and take part in counter-terrorism simulation exercises.[2] 


Official narrative

The official aim of the project is to "give participants a better understanding of the factors that support the decision-making process from the time that information is received through to the point of planned police action. The strength of these exercises is the opportunity for communities to explore the reasoning behind the need to arrest people for terrorist offences. These exercises very clearly demonstrate the hard choices that have to be made and the care that is taken in making them."[3]


  
ACPO diagram showing the place of the following elements of the Prevent strategy: Rich Picture, Operation Delphinus, Operation Nicole, MAPPA, Channel Project[4]



The diagram shows Operation Nicole as part of the second tier of the PREVENT programme - the 'targeted approach' - which aims to specifically 'target' those elements of the Muslim community that are believed to be most at risk of becoming extremists.

The Lokahi Foundation, which has been involved in facilitating Operation Nicole, understands the project to be "a joint community/police training event generating intensive dialogue between a national police body and members of the Muslim communities. The aim is for each to understand what it feels like to be in the others’ shoes and have to take key decisions, especially when it all starts to fall apart."[5]


Alleged Islamophobia

“The initiative is specifically developed for Muslim communities and feedback during the event has helped to shape the exercise and its content. While we know that terrorism isn’t solely a problem for these communities, at this time the most significant threat to the UK comes from Al-Qaida groups or Al-Qaida influenced ideology who purport to act in the name of Islam. Therefore, counter terrorism operations can disproportionately affect members of Muslim communities.”
ACPO (March 2013)   [6] 


Staffordshire University Student's Union, declined to take part in the operation, but refused. It issued a statement which criticised Operation Nicole for being an activity which was based on "surveillance or spying" and accused it of being "a continuation of the witch hunt against Muslims and student activists...designed to stigmatize certain sections of the community to justify the "War on Terror"...[7]







Many thanks to our Patrons who cover ~2/3 of our hosting bill. Please join them if you can.








References

	↑ Pursue, Prevent, Protect, Prepare: The United Kingdom's Strategy for Countering International Terrorism, HM Government, March 2009, Part 2, p.81, accessed 24.03.10

	↑ The Prevent Strategy: A Guide for Local Partners in England: Stopping People from becoming or supporting Terrorists and Violent Extremists, HM Government, May 2008, p.39, accessed 24.03.10

	↑ The Prevent Strategy: A Guide for Local Partners in England: Stopping People from becoming or supporting Terrorists and Violent Extremists, HM Government, May 2008, p. 39, accessed 24.03.10

	↑ Association of Chief Police Officers (Terrorism Allied Matters) Business Area Police PREVENT Strategy - Partners Briefing, 'Restricted' 27th March 2008, This document is a restricted document and is not meant to be circulated outside the Local Strategic Partnership meeting, Version 1.7, accessed 12.08.10

	↑ Lokahi Foundation: Case Studies, accessed 24.03.10

	↑ http://www.npcc.police.uk/documents/TAM/2013/201303tam-prevent-op-nicole-factsheet.pdf Operation Nicole Factsheet 

	↑ Staffs Student Union Boycott Op. Nicole - Stop witch-hunting of Muslims!, Facebook, date unknown, accessed 24.03.10











		
		Retrieved from "https://wikispooks.com/w/index.php?title=Operation_Nicole&oldid=198029"

		
		Categories: 	Pages using invalid self-closed HTML tags
	Events
	Pages using deprecated image syntax
	Counter-Terrorism
	Police




		
		

		
	




		
			Navigation menu

			
									
						Personal tools

							Log in
	Request account


					

									
										
						Namespaces

							Page
	Discussion


					

										
												
						
							Variants
						

						

					

									

				
										
						Views

							Read
	View source
	View history


					

										
						
						More

						

					

										
						
							Search
						

						
							
															

						

					

									

			

			
				

						
			

			
									PATREON PAGE


							

		

			
			Navigation

			
									
	Main page
	Recent changes
	About Wikispooks
	Our Policy
	Our Projects
	Community portal
	Random article
	Site Backup
	Mailing list
	Donate
	FAQ


							

		

			
			Tools

			
									What links here
	Related changes
	Special pages
	Printable version
	Permanent link
	Page information
	Cite this page
	Browse properties


							

		

			
			Misc

			
									Pwiki stats
	PGP Public Key
	Reddit
	Telegram
	Twitter
	YouTube


							

		

				

		

				
							 This page was last edited on 24 November 2020, at 14:37.
	Content is available under Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike unless otherwise noted.


							Privacy policy
	About Wikispooks
	Disclaimers


											
											
	
						
					


						

		

		











