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1 You should ring Mr King to say:
) B

(3D
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(r) if MoD are giving thase unforthacoming ans@bra on
legal advice, they would be batter dvised to 8ay #0 on :
the faae of the answer, This would explain to the )
ggpqsition why they will got no substantive answar, and

Ve less of an impresaion that MoD axe heing wilfully
upforghcomng, mp ‘& e} GY g i u y.{
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(b} . we can accept that all Minisnersdaﬁdjbtfiqﬁals should
gtick to this line asg regards the ax:MoD"'Polids papexs,
but DTY will have to make its owa agaeagment for similar

questions as regards_the Astra Company Inagecqbrﬁ'
papers, Different legal congiderations apply. . .

Ragkgxaund , o L b
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2 Arcthur Rucker has spokan to'John Meadway as s@%Qestad th
paragraph 3 of Mr King’'s lettex. Paragraph 1 (a) above ig
M based on John‘s advice to Mr Rucker. :
. : - . r : ’
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L 3 I have spoken to Mr Burng about the position of Company:

P, Lnspectoxs’ papexsg (aaveat 3 2 low, not his). ays
b hat DTT g arly would not tell Parliament what was in them.
| wever, native caution suggegtg that you ghou cQv :
! position a8 in paragraph 1 (b]. I have no 1d@ TRY MOD
, Hould expect euch a commlitment Lo gtreLch,
i
1
!

4 Mr Burng algo says that the line of no Luformacion
about both Company Inspactors’ and Recaiver's papexs holds
good until thare {s & Court Order (3ee para 4 of My Flynn's
minute to you {eqcerday). There are doubtless good legal
reagong for this, but I can forgsee a presentational problem if
the Opposition choose to caricature the situation &s ona whexe
they are being wilfully denied access to intarmatién by the
qovarnment, which is available to aunyane in posgasgion of &
Court Oxdexr - and then matg: pagsed to tha Prase.,'This
C
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z up front.
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