AL, e # & 4 ‘3 iy
e T g 5

Wendy Welsher Is under police guard In fear for her life

HE TARGET IN TERROR

ousewife but she has heen in hiding . . . with
he key to the fate of runaway millionaire Asil Nadir

Divorcee Wendy Welsher looks just like any other
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by BOB GRAHAM
THIS Is the wom-
an at the centre
of a £3.5 million
plot to bribe the
judge In the Asll
Nadir trlal,

Divorcece Wendy
Welsher has been in
hiding for the past cight
months alter revealing
detnils of thec bizarre
plan to police.

She now lives every-
day in [car of her life.

TODAY tracked hier
down to her country hnide-

ID:071-3730084

was un mgent used hy the
disgraced Pollv Peck boss
Her job was 1o sell paintings
1o ‘rufse cash for a scerct
Swiss-bank uccount,

The money,it was alleged,
would have been used by
Nadir to bribe the Old Bai-
ley judge into handing buck
his passpont belore he fled
British justice.

But Nadir didd not reckon
on Wendy Welsher breaking
her vow of silence.

My Life Is In Danger
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Asil Nadie

Is on the run from Brltish justice
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Don't you

SHE looks just llke any other busy mother,
going shopping, dolng the school run and
chatting to nelghbours.

But in her discreet terraced house,
Welsher lives in fear of her life.

Wendy

She is the woman who reve:.lc-\-i delails ol a bizarre
-£3.5 million plot 1o bribe the judge in the Asil Nadir trial,

She has abandoned her

tection in the West
Country.

When TODAY con-

ted her she at first de-

shc was Wendy

cr and ungrily threst-

ened 10 call police “to find
aut who vou are™.

Witness

Bt instead of Anging the
incal bobhies she tcle-
phoned Scouland Yurd's
chite Internationsl und Or-
sanised Cnme Branch and
cried down the phone:

Helto Mike, this is Wen-
v Thes've found me™

The d42-year-old divor-
el o key police witness in
the prohz anto allegations
of the scheme (o bribe Old
Nailey judge Mr Justice
lucker, refused 1o talk
prablicly of her role.

She insisted I cun't
wi)t @ thing, Dan't you
know what that man
will do 1o me? My life is
i grave daner.”
Mres Welsher went into

ng. cight months ago

g i was first disclosed

£100,000 home in Edgwarc,
north London, 10°start.a™" s
new life with her young |
daughter under police pro-;=

Nadir go-between Abide Gonultas

police were investipating
plot 1o bribe Mr Justice

ucker.
Her job was wn help
channel money into a

Swiss hunk account by scll-
ing vaJuable paintings. Na-
dit’s mother Sufive und sis-
ter Bilge Navzar were also
alleged 10 be invalved in
running the account,

The cash was allegedly 10
be used 10 persuade the Old
B:\ilcz'qjmlgc mio handing
over Nudir's passport while
he was on huil (acing
£30 million fraud charges.

Nudir was already plun-
ning 10 Nce the country and
hiew he would need his
passport o tavel frech
povned the world cunnine
s st business empine

Discredit

Police know that no
money wis sent o Ny Jus.
uee lucker, who hag oo
Enowledpe of the plot ti
they have traced the Swiss
accountsy 10 beroused and
sume ol the maney,

The mumn evidence the
detectives have pathered s
far centres on Wends
Welsher

Iler s1ary has also pra.
vidded & umique msight o
the shadmey way i wlaeh
the former PPolly Pecl base
used his vast army of
agents, who only had he
briefest contact with each
other,

Many of the couriers had
ne o ddea they may hase
heen v i as llegal ap

-
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Paintings
sold for
£3.

5mto

raise cash

{1

PBonkams

AUCTIONELERS AND VALUERS

plot

cration. Naost were

un-
aware Nadir was involved.

This way Nadn
hopied 1o malke i imprins
bl for his juesaw ope-
wlion to e .f;‘m-rr:/
Mrs Welsher Luas pun-

pomnted two bank acconm.,
st up in Switzerland winch
contain 4t least £13 nul-
hon, Both have baen Hozen
b the Swiss authoritics
who are conducting then
own o anquiny inta (he

murky dealing. 1o raise the
cash — when Nadir himsclf
had” been declared bank-
rupt = his family und asso-
clates attempted 10 s¢ll var-
ious works of an hought
during the lucrative Polly
I'eck duvs.

Wendy Welsher helped
smugele the puantings in
and out of Nadu's oflices
without aletting creduors
She 1wld investigmors she
worked for o fm culled

BRIBERY is a t.‘-ummm_l
weapon in Nudir's busi-

ness wrmoury,

cred that in 1989, when
the Inlund Revenue was
probing his affuirs wnd
close to lpnding him in
court, he tried 1o “twist
arms” (o pei the Inquiry
stopped.

In & frewzy, Nudir
turned th & tup Tory

) -~ iopis 2 generous contelbue:
TODAY lins dlicot-

. 'l'.()ijA\' Kaows lis idens”
ity to remjud him of*

tions;" to party funds. '

I you want that sort’,
of donation, then get
these hastards off his’
back,” Nadir mged. .

When told only Pre
mier Mrs ‘Lhateher could
hatt the probe he drufted
n lerter 1o her. She turned
him dawnn flat,
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Reports BOB GRAHAM
Plcturess STUART .CLARKE

Heritage Internationul,
" whene ghe met a Swiss con-
sulant “known to her ai
“Cur. o e
. AL the-beginning of 1992
he rang.to sk il she could
. deliver' a puinling to. @
friend. . - . g
She .agreed — and
Jound herself caughe up
in'un astonishing cloak-
and-dagger operation.
She was told 10 go o un
address in RBerkeley Square,
L.ondon, where she says she
suw u sign on the door say-
ing Nadir Investments,
Insude, she was met by
Abide Gonultas — an ex-
love of Nadir. Miss Gonul-
1as gave her a painting
wrapped in brown paper.
She signed for it and
walked outside.
She was immediately up-
prouched by another apent

"+ she had never seen belore

Hc asked: “Are you Miss
\Vt'mli.*? I am collecting
something from you." As
aranged, she then handed
over the painting.

In July, Curl called
again, He wanted her 1o
take a painting ro auction-
cors Bonhams. The same
contact would be outside

Stolen

Mrs Woelsher collected
the painting [rom the man
who also handed her # lulse
power ol attorney cernfi-
cate giving her authority W
sell the painting.  Inside
Bonhams the painting was
unwrapped and Mrs
Welsher recogniscd it ws the
highly prized Sisters by
Lord Fredenck Leighuon,
warth about £300,000.

Honhams agreed 10 w«ll
the painting, But in August
Carl phoned Mrs Welsher
saying he had a buyer for
Sisters aud she must imme-
diatcly get 1t buck.

Lawyers acting lor credi-
twrs had discovered thi
Sisters — ulong with other
valuable paintings — was
nussing from Nudir's col-
lection. It had.became o0
ot 10 handle in public.

Twa days later credi-

{ors put ot a warmny

1o dealery that Sisiers

was stolen propeetyv



