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The present summa~-y i s complementary to the two papers b 
Dre ~u~ller and . Ambassador Quaroni; which were circulated amon~ 
p~r~1c1p~ts P~~?r to the meetingo It will therefore be 
l~m1 te~ lio addi liional observa·tions and points specially empha­
sised in the course o~ the discussions . 

I~ wa~ generally agr eed that it was danger ous to attempt 
generalisations about the weaknesses of society in the Western 
Community as a whole , sinc e the weaknesses of American society 
we r e qui 1~e di _.ffer ent from those of European society and inside 
Europe iJGaelf a clear dist-inctio11 must be drawn between Britain 
and some of the northern countries and the rest . Indeed, each 
c ountry had its own problems rooted i n i ts national history and 
culture

0 
Discussion therefore concentrated mainly on weakness~B 

which were most eviden·t in the large states of the European con-
tinent . 

In analysing the situation, spealcers em~hasised the crisis 
of confidence which seemed to be characteristic of ·tl1e pr?sent 
situation It had manifold aspects . There were co~ntrie~t 
where peopl e doubted whether the existin~ system VIT?ui ~;~u;e 
let alone initiate~ the desired changes in t~; i~c!~s ;ossible • 
At the same time, the upper.clas~e~ ~ou~t;dtheir 0~ destruction. 
for changes to tak~ place. wi tho1:l r7nginb e the ruling classes 
This affected foreign po~icy f ~i~ce it l~a~ot collapse under the 
doubtful whether the social :~ . ric wou Concern was therefore 
strs.in of the necessary sacr1 ~~~~;tal countries cou~d not . 
expressed that some of the Cont t f their populations to fight 
effecti "<reJ.y mobiJ_ise a~l the s ra a o 
a hot still l ess a coldt waro 

' . . n some countries the 
Some speakers also mainta~nedc;~~tr!sponsibility wh~ch 

privileged groups showed l~c~ooth:odomain of foreign affairs . 
could easily be transferre 
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The idea of European unity had proved valuable in stimu­
lating enthusiasm and attracting idealism among the younger 
generation \'Vhich f elt fl"l:i.strat ed 'by the shortcomings of stagnant 
national communities . On the other hand, some participants felt 
that the1"'e was a Clanger that ·the idea of European unity might 
distract attention from the shortcomings of national societies 
and prove a form of escapism, rather than a means of meeting the 
real challenge . 

Several speakers pointed out that the.elimjnatio~ o~ the 
more glaring weaknesses in some of ~he continenta~ so?1e~1es . 
would not in itself suffice to provide the enthus~astic idealism 
which wos required . Security, welfare and equality ~ad not 

1 8 ~ontributed towards the c1evelc>pment of gencros1 ty, pu:pose 
:n~a~elf-sacrifice whicl1 were ·the main nee c1s of the West at uhe 
present time . 
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