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Agenda: Discussion on:

I "Weaknesses of Western Dociety"

The present summary is compl-ementar
I mmax; ary to the two papers b
DY, Mueller and Ambassador Quaronl, which were circulaﬁcg amonjé
pE}I"FlClp{;}.l’l'tS prior to the meeting, It will therefore be
limited to additional observations and points specially empha-

sised in the course of the discussions,

It was generally agreed that it was dangerous to attempt
generalisations about the weaknesses of society in the Western
Community as a whole, since the weaknesses of American society
were quite different from those of Furopean society and inside
Europe itself a clear distinction must be drawn between Britailn
and some of the northern countries and the rest, Indeed, each
country had its own problems rooted in its national history and
culture. Discussion therefore concentrated mainly on weaknesses
which were most evident in the large states of the European con-

tinent,
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~ The idea of European unity had prove ‘ ' '
lating e:mthus_iasm and attrac‘tinbé ideﬁism gmﬁi?%ﬁ?y;ﬂngjﬁu“
generation Wl’llC}:’L felt frustrated by the shortcomings of gtagnant
national communities, On the other hand, some participants felt
tlgat there was a danger that the idea of European unity might
distract attention from the shortcomings of national societies

and prove a form of escapism, rather than a means of meeting the
real challenge,

several speakers pointed out that the elimination of the
more glaring weaknesses in some of the continental societies
would not in itself suffice to provide the enthusiastic idealism
which was required, security, welfare and equality had not
always contributed towards the development of generosity, purpose
and self-sacrifice which were the main needs of the West at the

present time,
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