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Abstract

This article opens with an inventory of how popular culture passion plays are homologous to the stampeding disenfranchisement everywhere of working classes and the emasculation of professional codes of ethics under siege by neoliberal initiatives and gambits. The article then examines a recent example of contemporary, “deconstructive” scholarly analysis and inventory of  residential “Orwellian doublespeak.” The preoccupation among contemporary critical scholarship with “discourse analysis” and language
gambits is criticized for displacing interrogation of real-event anomalies, as with the porous account given by the 9/11 Commission for what happened that fateful day. The article concludes by explaining how critical scholarship consistently falls short of unmasking Master Signifiers.






[Cardinal] BELLARMIN [to Galileo]: Science is the legitimate and beloved daughter of the Church. She must have confidence in the Church.

GALLILEO (infuriated): I would not try confidence by whistling her too often.



—From Scene Six, Galileo, by Bertolt Brecht
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